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IGCSE – International General Certificate of Secondary Education  
Two year course 
The philosophy underlying our IGCSE course structure is that all students should maintain a broad, balanced and coherent curriculum.   
IGCSE Options for IGCSE in 2009/10
Compulsory IGCSE Subjects:

· English 

· English Literature

· Mathematics 

· An Additional Language (Afrikaans or French)

· Information Technology (IGCSE or Certificates of Competence)
· Physical Science and Biology

Three additional subjects must be chosen. Choices must be made in each of the following IGCSE subjects. At least one subject must be chosen from each of the two groups – 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

 

Creative, Technical and Vocational
History or






Business Studies
Geography 



 


Drama




Art and Design

                                                                                                          Physical Education



This would give students 10 subjects at IGCSE level. This provides them with a broad basis from which to select subjects at a later date when they hopefully have a clearer idea of what they wish to study further at university or college.

On the detachable form students must indicate which of the subjects they would prefer in each row of Table 1. 
Please remember that finally, subject choices (including Additional Language options) are bound by timetable restrictions and the need for a minimum of three students in a class. Note that Physical Education may not necessarily be used when seeking Matriculation Endorsement/Exemption to attend South African Universities and Colleges. These institutions do not necessarily all use the same criteria for entrance. 
Compulsory components of our School programme:

· Class Drama and Physical Education
· Personal, Social, Spiritual, Careers and Health Education (PSHE)
· Participation in the Co-curricular  and Service Programmes
We follow a pattern of continuous assessment – every aspect of work is evaluated.  Each student’s progress is recorded and reported to parents each term. These reports convey information on the quality of the student’s work in terms of the assessment objectives of each syllabus, their achievement in various assessments as well as the attitudes and values needed for success in each subject. At regular intervals students are required to review their own progress and to set targets and goals for the future. 

There are seven Progress Grade points in the year and Formal Assessments take place in June and November. In the final year of the IGCSE course, students will write the bulk of their ‘Mock’ Examinations at the end of the second term. Most of their final examinations begin with practical assessments in September, and written examinations take place in October and November. Some subjects (such as Music and Drama) are examined in the June examination session. There is a separate charge for Cambridge International Examinations examination fees, these are dependent on the rate of exchange at the time. 

Students may be required to maintain a Coursework folder or video/sound recordings in some subjects, which forms a vital part of their final assessment.  All students have a homework diary and are expected to keep a detailed record of the work to be done.  Tutors check these on a regular basis and parents are encouraged to do the same.  IGCSE students are expected to do a minimum of 10 hours of homework and independent study per week.  This may exclude project work and daily revision.

Form Tutors play a fundamental role in the life of each student.  The Form Tutor is the person to whom a student can turn and students are encouraged to discuss problems that may arise. Subject Teachers refer their concerns to the Form Tutor so that at any time the Form Tutor has an overview of each student’s progress – academic, personal and social.

It is important for students to understand that all components of the IGCSE courses are examined externally in the final year of the course and good organisational methods to keep notes, assessments and additional materials will be essential. The decisions that need to be made regarding future courses at our school are subject to these IGCSE examination results. Only grades A-C are considered acceptable. 
When investigating tertiary study opportunities in South Africa, it is important to note whether a matriculation certificate or matriculation exemption/endorsement is required. ‘Exemption’ or ‘Endorsement’ generally means that the student has met requirements to make application to degree courses offered by a South African university. There is no simple formula to follow as different tertiary institutions, and departments within them, have varying entry criteria. We work from the assumption that the majority of our students will go on to university and will ensure that the subject combinations and the level of achievement they need, will be met.

Ultimately, most entry into tertiary education is governed by the combination of subjects the students have and the grades they attain in subjects particular to the field they wish to study. Our curriculum ensures that they have as many options open to them as possible and that they are a little more mature and knowledgeable when they make more specific subject choices which could affect their opportunities with regard to further study.

Students must note that the decision whether they are ready to embark on the two-year IGCSE programme, is dependent on their Grades in the Final Assessments for the year and the Progress Grades they have achieved. Students and parents who have any queries can contact Mrs Behne or Ms Marnitz.
Please talk to your children about these subject options and assist them in investigating careers and fields of study in which they are interested. The detachable form indicating your child’s preferred subject choices for next year must be handed to Ms Marnitz by 31 October.  If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours truly,

Michele Marnitz

Director of Studies
                                      Reply Slip regarding IGCSE subject choices for 2009 
STUDENT: __________________________________________________________________________________

TABLE ONE – This section MUST be completed:  Making choices from the current combinations available.
.

Three subjects must be chosen. Indicate which of the subjects you would prefer in each row. 

At least one subject must be chosen from each of the two groups – 

(Tick the three subjects below)
	Humanities and Social Sciences
	Creative, Technical and Vocational

	Choose 1 subject from this section
	Choose 2 subjects from this section

	        History
	
	Business Studies
	

	        Geography
	
	Drama
	

	
	
	Art and Design
	

	
	
	Physical Education
	

	
	
	          Second Additional Language
	


TABLE TWO – Additional Language Options (This section MUST be completed.)
Please indicate which additional language you would prefer to study.
I would like to take Spanish or German as a Second Additional language ____________________________
Please indicate if your child would be interested in taking Music at IGCSE Level, and their preferred instrument/s.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature: ___________________________

Due date: 31 October 2008
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