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Overview of External Examinations – IGCSE Examinations in 2009/10
(The full syllabi are available on request from relevant subject teachers or the Curriculum Co-ordinator. Additional Information and Resources can be found at www.cie.org.uk and www.cambridgestudents.org.uk )
LANGUAGES:

IGCSE English First Language 0500

The aims of the syllabus are the same for all students. The aims are set out below and describe the educational purposes of a course in a First Language for the IGCSE examination. They are not listed in order of priority.

The aims are to:

1 enable students to communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively in speech and writing;

2 enable students to understand and respond appropriately to what they hear, read and experience;

3 encourage students to enjoy and appreciate variety of language;

4 complement students' other areas of study by developing skills of a more general application (e.g. analysis, synthesis, drawing of inferences);

5 promote students' personal development and an understanding of themselves and others.

The Assessment Objectives for English are as follows:

READING

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

R1 Understand and collate explicit meanings

R2 Understand, explain and collate implicit meanings and attitudes

R3 Select, analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes

R4 Understand how writers achieve effects

WRITING

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

W1 Articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined

W2 Order and present facts, ideas and opinions

W3 Understand and use a range of appropriate vocabulary

W4 Use language and register appropriate to audience and context

W5 Make accurate and effective use of paragraphs, grammatical structures, sentences, punctuation and spelling

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

S1 Understand, order and present facts, ideas and opinions

S2 Articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined

S3 Communicate clearly and fluently

S4 Use language and register appropriate to audience and context

S5 Listen to and respond appropriately to the contributions of others

IGCSE English as a First Language is available at CORE and EXTENDED Levels.
IGCSE Afrikaans as a Second Language 0548 

It is presumed that most candidates for Afrikaans as a Second Language will have a primarily instrumental motivation - that is they will be studying the language in order to promote their educational or employment prospects. The rationale for Afrikaans as a Second Language is based on the widespread use of Afrikaans in educational, professional and social settings in Southern Africa. 
The subject matter of the examination material will strive to be 'culture-fair' rather than 'culture-free', and will use authentic or 'semi-authentic' material from a range of sources. Candidates will be expected to understand a wider range of social registers and styles than they can produce and to communicate appropriately. The topics selected will relate to the interests and needs of the candidates in using Afrikaans as a Second Language, e.g. education, the world of work, current affairs, health and welfare, travel, school affairs. The kinds of settings to be used will be the ones that candidates are likely to encounter, e.g. in dealings with official and semi-official bodies, in studying for academic or occupational purposes, in places of work or in using public services. 
The syllabus assesses students' ability to use Afrikaans as a medium of practical communication, and is aimed at students for whom Afrikaans is not a first language/mother tongue but for whom it is a lingua franca or language of study.

Assessment Objectives have been grouped under skill headings, but it is recognised that these are interrelated.

READING

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

R1 understand and respond to information presented in a variety of forms

R2 select and organise material relevant to specific purposes

R3 recognise, understand and distinguish between facts, ideas and opinions

R4 infer information from texts

WRITING

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

W1 communicate clearly, accurately and appropriately

W2 convey information and express opinions effectively

W3 employ and control a variety of grammatical structures

W4 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of appropriate vocabulary

W5 observe conventions of paragraphing, punctuation and spelling

W6 employ appropriate register/style

LISTENING

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

L1 understand and respond to information presented in a variety of forms

L2 recognise, understand and distinguish between facts, ideas and opinions

L3 select and organise material relevant to specific purposes

L4 infer information from texts

SPEAKING

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

S1 communicate clearly, accurately and appropriately

S2 convey information and express opinions effectively

S3 employ and control a variety of grammatical structures

S4 demonstrate knowledge of a range of appropriate vocabulary

S5 engage in and influence the direction of conversation

S6 employ suitable pronunciation and stress patterns

IGCSE Afrikaans as a Second Language is available at CORE and EXTENDED Levels.
IGCSE French   0520
IGCSE Spanish 0530
IGCSE German  0525 (Self study)
These are available at Foreign Language Level and the basic syllabus is the same for all  languages.
The aims are to:

1 develop the ability to use the language effectively for purposes of practical communication within the country of residence, where appropriate, and in all the countries where the language is spoken;

2 form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for further study, work and leisure;

3 offer insights into the culture and civilisation of the countries where the language is spoken – this may include literature where appropriate;

4 encourage fuller integration into the local community, where relevant;

5 develop a fuller awareness of the nature of language and language learning;

6 encourage positive attitudes toward language learning and towards speakers of other languages and a sympathetic approach to other cultures and civilisations;

7 provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation;

8 complement other areas of study by encouraging skills of a more general application (e.g. analysis, memorising, drawing of inferences).

The Assessment Objectives for French , Spanish and German are as follows:
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

Understand and respond to spoken language;

Understand and respond to written language;

Communicate in speech, showing knowledge of a range and variety of vocabulary and applying the grammar and structures of the target language accurately;

Communicate in writing, showing knowledge of a range and variety of vocabulary and applying the grammar and structures of the target language accurately.

IGCSE French and Spanish are available at CORE and EXTENDED Levels.

SCIENCES:

IGCSE Biology 0610 
IGCSE Physical Science 0652
The aims of the syllabus in each of the syllabi are generally the same for all students. These are set out below and describe the educational purposes of a course in a science for the IGCSE examination. The aims are to:

1. provide, through well designed studies of experimental and practical science, a worthwhile educational experience for all students, whether or not they go on to study science beyond this level and, in particular, to enable them to acquire sufficient understanding and knowledge to become confident citizens in a technological world, to take or develop an informed interest in matters of scientific import; recognise the usefulness, and limitations, of scientific method and to appreciate its applicability in other disciplines and in everyday life; be suitably prepared for studies beyond the IGCSE level in pure sciences, in applied sciences or in science-dependent vocational courses.

2. develop abilities and skills that are relevant to the study and practice of Science; useful in everyday life; encourage efficient and safe practice and encourage effective communication.

3. develop attitudes relevant to Science such as concern for accuracy and precision; objectivity; integrity; enquiry; initiative and inventiveness.

4. stimulate interest in, and care for, the environment.

5. promote an awareness that scientific theories and methods have developed, and continue to do so, as a result of the co-operative activities of groups and individuals; the study and practice of science is subject to social, economic, technological, ethical and cultural influences and limitations; the applications of science may be both beneficial and detrimental to the individual, the community and the environment; science transcends national boundaries and that the language of science, correctly and rigorously applied, is universal.

IGCSE Sciences place considerable emphasis on understanding and use of scientific ideas and principles in a variety of situations, including those which are well-known to the learner and those which are new to them. It is anticipated that programmes of study based on this syllabus will feature a variety of learning experiences designed to enhance the development of skill and comprehension. This approach will focus teachers and learners on development of transferable life-long skills relevant to the increasingly technological environment in which people find themselves. It will also prepare candidates for an assessment that will, within familiar and unfamiliar contexts, test expertise, understanding and insight.

The Assessment Objectives in the Sciences are grouped under the following headings:

KNOWLEDGE WITH UNDERSTANDING

Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in relation to:

1. scientific phenomena, facts, laws, definitions, concepts and theories;

2. scientific vocabulary, terminology, conventions (including symbols, quantities and units);

3. scientific instruments and apparatus, including techniques of operation and aspects of safety;

4. scientific quantities and their determination;

5. scientific and technological applications with their social, economic and environmental implications.

The Curriculum Content defines the factual material that candidates may be required to recall and explain. Questions testing these objectives will often begin with one of the following words: define, state, describe, explain or outline.

HANDLING INFORMATION AND SOLVING PROBLEMS

Students should be able, in words or using other forms of presentation (e.g. symbolic, graphical and numerical), to:

1. locate, select, organise and present information from a variety of sources;

2. translate information from one form to another;

3. manipulate numerical and other data;

4. use information to identify patterns, report trends and draw inferences;

5. present reasoned explanations for phenomena, patterns and relationships;

6. make predictions and hypotheses;

7. solve problems, including some of a quantitative nature.

These skills cannot be precisely specified in the Curriculum Content because questions testing such skills are often based on information which is unfamiliar to the candidate. In answering such questions, candidates are required to use principles and concepts that are within the syllabus and apply them in a logical, deductive manner to a novel situation. Questions testing these objectives will often begin with one of the following words: predict, suggest, calculate or determine.

EXPERIMENTAL SKILLS AND INVESTIGATIONS

Students should be able to:

1. use techniques, apparatus and materials (including following a sequence of instructions where appropriate);

2. make and record observations and measurements;

3. interpret and evaluate experimental observations and data;

4. plan and carry out investigations, evaluate methods and suggest possible improvements (including the selection of techniques, apparatus and materials).
IGCSE Biology and Physical Science are available at CORE and EXTENDED levels.
MATHEMATICS

IGCSE Mathematics 0580

The aims of the curriculum are the same for all students. The aims are set out below and describe the educational purposes of a course in Mathematics for the IGCSE examination. They are not listed in order of priority.

The aims are to enable students to:

1. develop their mathematical knowledge and oral, written and practical skills in a way which encourages confidence and provides satisfaction and enjoyment;

2. read mathematics, and write and talk about the subject in a variety of ways;

3. develop a feel for number, carry out calculations and understand the significance of the results obtained;

4. apply mathematics in everyday situations and develop an understanding of the part which mathematics plays in the world around them;

5. solve problems, present the solutions clearly, check and interpret the results;

6. develop an understanding of mathematical principles;

7. recognise when and how a situation may be represented mathematically, identify and interpret relevant factors and, where necessary, select an appropriate mathematical method to solve the problem;

8. use mathematics as a means of communication with emphasis on the use of clear expression;

9. develop an ability to apply mathematics in other subjects, particularly science and technology;

10. develop the abilities to reason logically, to classify, to generalise and to prove;

11. appreciate patterns and relationships in mathematics;

12. produce and appreciate imaginative and creative work arising from mathematical ideas;

13. develop their mathematical abilities by considering problems and conducting individual and co-operative enquiry and experiment, including extended pieces of work of a practical and investigative kind;

14. appreciate the interdependence of different branches of mathematics;

15. acquire a foundation appropriate to their further study of mathematics and of other disciplines.

The abilities to be assessed in the lGCSE Mathematics examination cover a single assessment objective.

The examination will test the ability of candidates to:

1. organise, interpret and present information accurately in written, tabular, graphical and diagrammatic forms;

2. perform calculations by suitable methods;

3. use an electronic calculator;

4. understand systems of measurement in everyday use and make use of them in the solution of problems;

5. estimate, approximate and work to degrees of accuracy appropriate to the context;

6. use mathematical and other instruments to measure and to draw to an acceptable degree of accuracy;

7. interpret, transform and make appropriate use of mathematical statements expressed in words or symbols;

8. recognise and use spatial relationships in two and three dimensions, particularly in solving problems;

9. recall, apply and interpret mathematical knowledge in the context of everyday situations;

10. make logical deductions from given mathematical data;

11. recognise patterns and structures in a variety of situations, and form generalisations;

12. respond to a problem relating to a relatively unstructured situation by translating it into an appropriately structured form;

13. analyse a problem, select a suitable strategy and apply an appropriate technique to obtain its solution;

14. apply combinations of mathematical skills and techniques in problem solving;

15. set out mathematical work, including the solution of problems, in a logical and clear form using appropriate symbols and terminology.
IGCSE Mathematics is available at CORE and EXTENDED levels.

HUMAN AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

The subjects grouped here are not differentiated at CORE and EXTENDED Levels. The full range of grades from A* to G can be attained and the whole course content is assessed.

IGCSE Geography

The aims of the syllabus are the same for all students. The aims are set out below and describe the educational purposes of a course in Geography for the IGCSE examination. They are not listed in order of priority.

The aims are to encourage students to develop:

1. a sense of place and an understanding of relative location on a local, regional and global scale;

2. an awareness of the characteristics and distribution of a selection of contrasting physical and human environments;

3. an understanding of some of the processes affecting the development of such environments;

4. an understanding of the spatial effects of the ways in which people interact with each other and with their environments;

5. an understanding of different communities and cultures throughout the world and an awareness of the contrasting opportunities and constraints presented by different environments.

The four assessment objectives in Geography are:

KNOWLEDGE WITH UNDERSTANDING

Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:

1. the wide range of processes, including human actions, contributing to the development of  physical, economic, social, political and cultural environments and their associated effects on the landscapes; spatial patterns and interactions which are important within such environments;

2. the inter-relationships between people's activities and the total environment and an ability to seek explanations for them;

3. the importance of scale (whether local, regional or global) and the time at which spatial distributions and the working of systems are considered;

4. the changes which occur through time in places, landscapes and spatial distribution.

ANALYSIS

Students should be able to:

5. select, organise, present and interpret geographical data;

6. use and apply geographical knowledge and understanding in verbal, numerical, diagrammatic, pictorial and graphical form;

7. use geographical data to recognise patterns in such data and to deduce relationships.

JUDGEMENT AND DECISION MAKING

Through their geographical training students should be able to:

8. reason, make judgements (including evaluation and conclusions) which demonstrate, where appropriate a sensitivity to, and a concern for, landscape the environment and the need for sustainable development; an aesthetic appreciation of the earth including its people, places, landscapes, natural processes and phenomena; an appreciation of the attitudes, values and beliefs of others in cultural, economic, environmental, political and social issues which have a geographical dimension; an awareness of the contrasting opportunities and constraints of people living in different places and under different physical and human conditions; and a willingness to review their own attitudes in the light of new knowledge and experiences;

9. recognise the role of decision making within a geographical context as affected by the physical and human contexts in which decisions are made; the values and perceptions of groups or individuals; the choices available to decision makers and the influences and constraints within which they operate; and the increasing level of global interdependence.

INVESTIGATION (ENQUIRY, PRACTICAL AND PRESENTATION SKILLS)

Students will be expected to demonstrate the ability to do the following:

10. select and use suitable basic techniques for observing, collecting, classifying, presenting, analysing and interpreting data;

11. use a variety of sources for obtaining information including maps and plans at a variety of scales; audiovisual materials such as pictures, photographs, film, television and radio; documentary materials such as books, newspapers and magazines; and statistics;

12. depict information in simple map and diagrammatic form;  
13. select, use and present geographical information in an appropriate form and an effective manner.
IGCSE English Literature 0486

The aims of IGCSE English Literature (in no order or priority) are to encourage and develop students’ ability to:

• enjoy the experience of reading literature

• understand and respond to literary texts in different forms and from different periods and cultures

• communicate an informed personal response appropriately and effectively

• appreciate different ways in which writers achieve their effects

• experience literature’s contribution to aesthetic, imaginative and intellectual growth

• explore the contribution of literature to an understanding of areas of human concern

Students will be assessed on their ability to:

1. show detailed knowledge of the content of literary texts in the three main forms (Drama, Poetry, and Prose);

2. understand the meanings of literary texts and their contexts, and explore texts beyond surface meanings to show deeper awareness of ideas and attitudes;

3. recognise and appreciate ways in which writers use language, structure, and form to create and shape meanings and effects;

4. communicate a sensitive and informed personal response to literary texts.

IGCSE History 0470

The History syllabus offers students the opportunity of studying some of the major international issues of the 19th and 20th centuries, as well as looking in greater depth at the history of a particular region or regions. However, the emphasis within the syllabus is as much on the development of historical skills as on the acquisition of knowledge.
The aims of the syllabus are the same for all students. These are set out below and describe the educational purposes of a course in History for the IGCSE examination. They are not listed in order of priority.

The aims are to:

1. stimulate interest in and enthusiasm about the past;

2. promote the acquisition of knowledge and understanding of human activity in the past;

3. ensure that the candidates' knowledge is rooted in an understanding of the nature and use of historical evidence;

4. promote an understanding of the nature of cause and consequence, continuity and change, similarity and difference;

5. provide a sound basis for further study and the pursuit of personal interest;

6. encourage international understanding;

7. encourage the development of linguistic and communication skills.

The assessment objectives in History are set out as follows:

Candidates will be expected to:

1. recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge of the syllabus content;

2. demonstrate an understanding of:

(a) change and continuity, cause and consequence, similarity and difference;

(b) the motives, emotions, intentions and beliefs of people in the past;

3. comprehend, interpret, evaluate and use a range of sources as evidence in their historical context.
CREATIVE TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL:

The subjects grouped here are not differentiated at CORE and EXTENDED Levels. The full range of grades from A* to G can be attained and the whole course content is assessed.

IGCSE Art and Design 0400 

An Art and Design course should encourage personal expression, imagination, sensitivity, conceptual thinking, powers of observation, an analytical ability and practical attitudes. It should lead to greater understanding of the role of the visual arts in the history of civilisations. It should widen cultural horizons and enrich the individual. It should combine a breadth and depth of study so that it may accommodate a wide range of abilities and individual resources. Art and Design complements literary, mathematical, scientific and factual subjects. It is especially concerned with the development of visual perception and aesthetics. It is a form of communication and a means of expressing ideas and feelings. 

The Assessment Objectives in Art and Design are grouped under the following headings:

KNOWLEDGE WITH UNDERSTANDING

Candidates should be able to:

1. recognise and render form and structure;

2. appreciate space and spatial relationships in two and three dimensions and understand space in terms of pictorial organisation;

3. use chosen media competently, showing clarity of intention and be able to explore surface qualities;

4. handle tone and/or colour in a controlled and intentioned manner.

INTERPRETATIVE AND CREATIVE RESPONSE

Candidates should be able to:

5. express ideas visually;

6. respond in an individual and personal way;

7. demonstrate quality of idea as seen by interpretation rather than literal description of a theme;

8. make informed aesthetic judgements.

PERSONAL INVESTIGATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Candidates should be able to:

9. show personal vision and commitment, through a mature and committed response;

10. research appropriate resources;

11. assess a design problem and arrive at an appropriate solution;

12. show development of ideas through appropriate processes, worksheets, etc. before arriving at a final solution.

IGCSE Physical Education 0413

The syllabus provides candidates with an opportunity to study both the practical and theoretical aspects of Physical Education. It is also designed to foster enjoyment in physical activity. The knowledge gained should enable candidates to develop an understanding of effective and safe physical performance.

SYLLABUS AIMS

Candidates should be encouraged to improve:

• their ability to plan, perform, analyse and improve, and evaluate physical activities;

• their knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of relevant physical activities.

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Candidates should be able to demonstrate physical performance including an ability to interrelate planning, performing and evaluating whilst undertaking activity.

Candidates should be able to demonstrate an ability to analyse and improve their own and others’ performance.

Candidates should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:

• the factors affecting performance;

• the health and safety aspects of physical activity including the advantages and risks associated with a range of training strategies and techniques;

• the reasons for participating in physical activity.
IGCSE Business Studies 0450 

The aims of the syllabus are the same for all students. These aims are set out below and describe the educational purposes of a course in Business Studies for the IGCSE examination. They are not listed in order of priority.

The aims are to enable students to:

1. make effective use of relevant terminology, concepts and methods and recognise the strengths and limitations of the ideas used

2. apply their knowledge and critical understanding to current issues and problems in a wide range of appropriate contexts

3. distinguish between facts and opinions, and evaluate qualitative and quantitative data in order to help build arguments and make informed judgements

4. appreciate the perspectives of a range of stakeholders in relation to the environment, individuals, society, government and enterprise

5. develop knowledge and understanding of the major groups and organisations within and outside business and consider ways in which they are able to influence objectives, decisions and activities

6. develop knowledge and understanding of how the main types of business and commercial institutions are organised, financed and operated and how their relations with other organisations, consumers, employees, owners and society are regulated

7. develop skills of numeracy, literacy, enquiry, selection and employment of relevant sources of information, presentation and interpretation

8. develop an awareness of the nature and significance of innovation and change within the context of business activities

The four assessment objectives in Business Studies are:

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of facts, terms, concepts and conventions appropriate to the syllabus; demonstrate knowledge and understanding of theories and techniques commonly applied to or used as part of business behaviour.

APPLICATION

Students should be able to apply their knowledge and understanding of facts, terms, concepts and conventions to business problems and issues; apply their knowledge and understanding of theories and techniques commonly applied to business problems and issues.

ANALYSIS

Students should be able to distinguish between evidence and opinion in a business context; order, analyse and interpret information, in narrative, numerical and graphical forms, using appropriate techniques.

EVALUATION

Students should be able to present reasoned explanations, develop arguments, understand implications and draw inferences; make judgements, recommendations and decisions. 

IGCSE Information Technology 

Information Technology is an applied subject and all candidates will require frequent access to computer and Internet facilities to develop their skills. The syllabus aims to give Centres the flexibility to cope with a wide variety of resources and ever-changing technology. The practical sections of this course can be accomplished using any software packages that will allow the candidates to demonstrate ALL of the skills listed in the relevant sections of this syllabus. For this reason CIE does not prescribe particular software packages or particular hardware. Students will learn to use particular

packages, but they should be encouraged to realise that, with the aid of a manual, they can transfer their skills to other packages.

The aims of IGCSE Information Technology are to:

1. help students to develop and consolidate their knowledge, skills and understanding in Information Technology;

2. encourage students to develop further as autonomous users of Information Technology;

3. encourage students to continue to develop their Information Technology skills in order to enhance their work in a variety of subject areas;

4. provide opportunities for students to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate Information Technology systems;

5. encourage students to consider the impact of new technologies on methods of working in the outside world and on social, economic, ethical and moral issues;

6. help students to grow in their awareness of the ways in which Information Technology is used in practical and work-related situations.

The two assessment objectives in Information Technology are:

 PRACTICAL SKILLS

Students should be able to:

1. use e-mail and the Internet to gather and communicate information;

2. use word processing facilities to prepare documents;

3. use database facilities to manipulate data to solve problems and represent data graphically;

4. integrate data from different sources into a single document or report;

5. produce output in a specified format;

6. use a spreadsheet to create and test a data model, extracting and summarising data;

7. create a structured website with style sheets, tables and hyperlinks;

8. create and control an interactive presentation.

 KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in relation to:

1. the functions of the main hardware and software components of computer systems;

2. the networking of information-processing systems;

3. the ways in which information technology is used and the effects of its use;

4. the stages and methods of system analysis and design;

5. computing terminology.
IGCSE Drama 0411

There are six core Aims of the IGCSE Drama Syllabus:

1 To develop candidates’ understanding of Drama through practical and theoretical study.

2 To enable candidates to realise the performance possibilities of text and other stimuli.

3 To encourage the use of dramatic forms and structures to communicate feelings and ideas to an audience.

4 To foster the acquisition and development of skills in Drama, both individually and in groups.

5 To develop understanding of the processes leading to performance and the elements involved in creating a performance and to develop evaluative ability across the various stages of performance work.

6 To stimulate an enjoyment of drama.

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

UNDERSTANDING: Candidates should be able to demonstrate understanding of the performance possibilities of text and other stimuli and the differing roles of actor, director, stage manager and technician in their realisation.

DEVISING: Candidates should be able to demonstrate the ability to devise dramatic material and reflect on its effectiveness.
PERFORMING SKILLS: Candidates should be able to demonstrate performing skills in Drama.
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