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	An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organisations, societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.

	An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.

	An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between the interconnectedness of individuals and civilisations, from local and global perspectives.
	An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.
	An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.
	An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.

	Y 3
	Central idea:  Communities provide interconnected services designed to meet people’s needs.

Key concepts:  
function, causation, connection
Related concepts:  cooperation, networks, employment

Lines of inquiry:  
-The geography of Cape Town
-Reasons people live in the local community
-Services needed to support a community
-Planning services for a community

Discipline Focus:  
Social Studies-Human systems and economic activities

	Central idea:  Communicating our perspectives enhances our relationships.

Key concepts:  perspective, reflection
Related concepts:  communication, empathy, open-mindedness

Lines of inquiry:  
-Social interactions
-Acknowledging others’ perspectives
-Managing and resolving conflict

Discipline Focus: 
PSE, The Arts

	Central idea: 
People throughout history have made a difference through thoughts, words, and actions.

Key concepts:  
causation, perspective, reflection
Related concepts: 
 self-fulfilment, influence

Lines of inquiry:  
-Role models and why we value them
-Why we should develop our own gifts, talents and interests
-How personal strengths can be applied to help others

Discipline Focus: 
 Social Studies-Social Organisation and Structure

	Central idea:  
Structures are built using materials according to their properties.

Key concepts:  
connection, function, responsibility
Related concepts:  structure, sustainability, transformation, consequences

Lines of inquiry:  
-Different materials and their properties
-How properties determine the use of materials
-Processes by which materials can be
transformed
-The states of matter and how materials are
grouped

Discipline Focus:  
Science-Materials and Matter

	Central idea:  
Through the arts people use different forms of expression to convey their uniqueness.

Key concepts:  
function, perspective, reflection
Related concepts:  perception, self-reflection

Lines of inquiry:  
-The diverse ways in which people express themselves
-How everyone can express their uniqueness through the arts
-The role of art in culture and society

Discipline Focus:  
Language

	Central idea:  
Over time, living things need to adapt in order to survive.

Key concepts:  
change, connection
Related concepts:  adaptation, evolution

Lines of inquiry:  
-Concept of adaptation
-Circumstances that lead to adaptation
-How plants and animals adapt or respond to environmental conditions

Discipline Focus: 
Science-Living Things
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	Y4
	Central idea:   
Sharing our cultures helps us better understand each other.

Key concepts:  perspective, responsibility connection
Related concepts:  diversity, traditions

Lines of inquiry:  
-The geography of South Africa
-What a culture is
-Our own cultures
-Similarities & differences within our cultures

Discipline Focus: 
 Social Studies- Social Organisation and Structure

	Central idea:  
All living creatures have some form of skeletal structure.

Key concepts: 
form, function
Related concepts: 
systems, structure

Lines of inquiry:  
-Form and function of skeleton of human beings. 
-Form and function of skeletal system of animals 
-How skeletal systems have adapted to different environments. 
-Similarities and the differences in skeletal systems. 

Discipline Focus: 
 Science-Living Things

	Central idea: 
Inventions can change our lives.

Key concepts: 
 reflection, perspective, change
Related concepts: mechanics

Lines of inquiry:  
-Inventions that have changed our lives
-The impact of new inventions
-The process of invention
-Inventions can solve or create problems

Discipline Focus:  
Social Studies-Continuity and Change through Time

	Central idea:  
Unseen forces can have an effect on the physical world around us.

Key concepts:  
change, causation, form
Related concepts:  magnetism, friction 

Lines of inquiry:  
-Force and friction
-Magnetism

Discipline Focus: 
Science-Forces and Energy
	Central idea: 
A variety of signs and symbols facilitates local and global communication.

Key concepts:  
form, connection
Related concepts:  
culture, media, pattern

Lines of inquiry:  
-Signs and symbols
-Reasons for the development of communication systems
-Specialised systems of communication

Discipline Focus:   Language

	Central idea:  
Our personal actions can change our environment. 

Key concepts:  
function, responsibility
Related concepts:  conservation, equity processes

Lines of inquiry:  
-Distribution and availability of usable water
-Pollution
-Recycling

Discipline Focus:   
Science-Living Things
.
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	Y5
	Central idea:  
There are many differences and similarities between countries on our continent.

Key concepts:  
connection, reflection
Related concepts:  
locality, borders, geography

Lines of inquiry:  
-The geography of Africa 
- Cultural characteristics of African  countries
- Similarities and differences between
Africa and other continents

Discipline Focus:  
Social Studies-Human systems and Economical Activities


	 Central idea: 
The human body is an intricate system that is constantly changing.

Key concepts:  
form, function, causation
Related concepts:  
systems, properties, structure, consequences

Lines of inquiry:
-Human body physical systems
-How physical systems are interrelated
-Healthy or unhealthy choices affect how the human body functions 

Discipline Focus: 
Science-Living Things


	Central idea:  
Past civilisations influence our present day.

Key concepts:  
causation, change, perspective
Related concepts:  continuity, progress, technology

Lines of inquiry:  
-Aspects of past civilisations that have survived
-Reasons these systems and technologies developed
-Why modern societies continue to use adaptations of these systems and technologies
-Implications for the future

Discipline Focus: 
Social Studies-Continuity and Change through Time

	Central idea:  
Energy takes on different forms and is used in many ways.

Key concepts:  
form, function, connection
Related concepts:  conservation, transformation

Lines of inquiry:  
-History of energy
-Forms of energy
-Storage and transformation of energy
-Energy conservation
-Light 

Discipline Focus:  
Science-Forces and Energy


	Central idea:  
What we believe is a part of who we are.

Key concepts:  perspective, reflection
Related concepts:  diversity, perception

Lines of inquiry:  
-What we believe
-How beliefs influence the way we behave
-The impact of religion and spiritual traditions on society

Discipline Focus:  
Language


	Central idea:  
Plants bring diversity and life to our planet.

Key concepts:  
function, form, responsibility, connection
Related concepts:  
cycles, growth

Lines of inquiry:  
-Parts and life cycle of plants
-How plants make food
-Conditions plants need for growth
-How plants are useful to humans and in the food chain
-How plants are suited to their environment 

Discipline Focus:  
Science-Living Things
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	Y6
	Central idea:  
Human survival is connected to the changing earth.

Key concepts: 
 causation, change, connection
Related concepts:  erosion, geology, tectonic plates, movement

Lines of inquiry:  
-The geography of the Earth
- How the different components of the Earth are interrelated
- How the Earth has changed and is continuing to change
- Why the Earth changes
- Human responses to the Earth’s changes

Discipline Focus:  
Science-Earth and Space


	Central idea: 
Making decisions have implications for ourselves and others.

Key concepts:  
causation, change, connection
Related concepts:  
choice, systems

Lines of inquiry:  
-Factors that influence our decisions
-Decision-making processes for groups and individuals
-Impact or consequences that decisions can have
-Conflict

Discipline Focus:   
Social Studies-Social Organisation and Culture

	Central idea: 
Humans have a desire to explore.

Key concepts:  
form, perspective, reflection
Related concepts:  consequences, discovery, geography

Lines of inquiry:  
-Reasons for exploration (historical and personal)
-Feelings and attitudes associated with exploration
-What we learn through exploration
-Methods of navigation

Discipline Focus:  
Social Studies-Continuity and Change through Time


 

	Central idea:  
Materials can undergo permanent or temporary changes.

Key concepts: 
form, function, responsibility
Related concepts:  measurement, transformation

Lines of inquiry:  
-Nature of chemical and physical changes
-Practical applications and implications of change in materials
-Ethical dilemmas associated with manufacturing processes and by-products

Discipline Focus:  
Science-Materials and Matter


	Central idea:  
Media is a powerful tool that influences people.

Key concepts:  perspective, responsibility, reflection
Related concepts:  
subjectivity, truth, opinions

Lines of inquiry: 
-Different forms of media 
-The influence of media on society and/or individuals 
-Responsible consumption and use of media 

Discipline Focus:  Language


	Central idea: 
The interaction between human activity and environmental ecosystems has both positive and negative implications.

Key concepts:  
connection, responsibility
Related concepts:  balance, biodiversity, interdependence

Lines of inquiry:  
-Interdependence within ecosystems, biomes and environments
-Ways in which organisms are interconnected in nature
-How human interaction with the environment can affect the balance of systems

Discipline Focus:  
Science-Living Things




