The International School
of Hout Bay Newsletter

From the Principal’'s Desk

Dear Parents

| spent an hour this morning with the Mainte-
nance Manager looking around Swan Cot-
tage. It was an opportunity for me to look in at
every cupboard, classroom, nook and cranny.
Apart from checking to see that the window
latches were in good order, | saw, without
exception, each and every class having fun,
being hard at work, enjoying their lessons.
There is a very close bond between the chil-
dren and their teachers and their affection for
one another gives our school inspiring
warmth. Fun is the glue that holds schools
and families together. Not the playing-the-
fool, horsing around sense of fun, but of en-
joying what you do, laughing together with
friends while you get on with the job, kind of
fun. Its presence indicates a happy family and
a healthy school. Truly great teachers are
able to strike the right balance between pur-
posefulness and enjoyment. Sadly, as we
leave school and head into the world of work,
fun becomes an increasingly rare commodity.
Swan Cottage is, at its roots, a happy place.
And, just before | forget, next week , work will
commence on improving the walkways from
the pedestrian gate.

VISITOR

Jabu Hallinan paid the school a visit yester-
day to collect his IB Diploma certificate and
inform us that he has been accepted to study
Politics and History at Exeter University this
year.

FAREWELL TO JOHN ALEXANDER

John Alexander has served our school for
more than seven years. Not only has he
taught Geography and Physical Education
with distinction, he has kindled a love of the
outdoors and the mountains in the hearts of
many International School children. He has a
love of young people, a pride in his vocation
and a loyalty to the school that is exceptional
in our modern world. Almost all of our children
have been on one or more of the camps that
he has led, or accompanied him on InterSEK
expeditions. He leaves us to move to Michael-
house in the KZN Midlands. His quick smile,
warm humour and uncomplicated, forthright
approach to life have made him a wonderful
colleague and friend, and we shall all miss
him.

We will be holding a farewell function for John
on Tuesday, 22" March, at the Plasket’s
home, Disa River Farm, cnr Main and Disa
Roads at 7.30 p.m. For catering purposes,

FUNDRAISING ;
Thank you to all of you (
who contribute to the My-

School card programme. By
This year we will continue o
to dedicate the funds to ooy
our IT infrastructure. To-
wards the end of last year
we conducted a detailed strategic review of
our IT programme, infrastructure and plan-
ning. This was a more complex and time-
consuming process than any of us could have
imagined, but we now have a plan in place.

There has been considerable parent financial
support for this fundraising priority, both
through the Bursary fundraising efforts and
the MySchool card, in addition to the school’s
contribution. Four new computers have been
purchased for the Primary school: three lap-
tops and a desktop, in addition to the pur-
chase of new age-appropriate software. We
have the hardware to make the Year 6 class-
room a ‘skypable’ venue. Many of us use
‘Skype’ for personal calls, this is an expansion
of the idea. This will allow school-to-school
communication: for example, if a group is
studying ‘My Community’ they can link with
schools across the globe and have a live
video and audio class-to-class discussion. We
are often approached by other schools to
interact in this way and | look forward to ac-
cepting such calls. The ceiling mountings
have to be installed, and, when that is done,
we’ll be live and interactive.

For the High School it will mean that we will
soon have the capability to have lessons
taught by teachers anywhere across the
globe, for students to collaborate in research
and debates. The possibilities are very excit-

ing.

Our next requirement is to upgrade the wire-
less network so that it can reach the wooden
cabins more effectively.

In the High School we have purchased two
new data projectors. We now have two inter-
active whiteboards and an extra three rooms
with computers and data projectors, in addi-
tion to the TV and DVD setups that are used
for language teaching.

Finally, a big word of thanks to those who
bought boerewors rolls on sports day: we
have purchased three new CD players for the
Primary School.
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Primary School News

Curriculum Corner process of developinga  Qpen Day
As promised, herewith the final two Moodle platform for the Middle We will be having an Open Day on

guestions raised in the ‘PYP — Years Curnculum, whereby Wednesday 23 March 2011. It will
what'’s it all about?’ workshop. Fhe entire syllabus for the year be advertised in our local paper but
What Teacher /Parent forum exists is posted as well as regular the best way of promoting our school
to continually improve or simply homework updates to which is through word of mouth. With this
communicate or feedback both students and parents have is mind, if you have friends or family
ways? access. We are hopmg to de- with children of school going age
There are different forums to facili- velop th.'s for the Primary who might be interested to come
tate communication between the Schoolin due course. and hear more about our school and
school and parents. . the International Baccalaureate Cur-
. Formal Parent/Teacher meet- What $|mple %ppfo‘?‘c“ can we apply riculum please ask them to join us
ings at the end of Terms 1 to our interaction with our phlldren 0 on this day. There will be tours at
and 3 to discuss the children’s re-enfo.rce. tklle !;aarner profile and 09.00 and 11.00 with a presentation
progress rfTaZI E[)ngck;gsisv;/a 1o do this is to be at 10.00 by Andy Wood and Denise
Classroom Open Days at the y Michel as well as number of our sen-

. . aware of what is happening in the ; ; :
_ ior students talking about their
eg?eﬁf[se:ﬁz gggmb%i?lvs the classroom and to encourage your school 9
P Y child to communicate about what ’
chance to see the work and

learning that has taken place he / she is experiencing in school.

. , Information about the curriculum, 1B
Children’s homework book — | o2 er profile and the Units of - 2CN00I Photographs

the ideal way to communicate iy can be found in the following ~ Class photographs will take place on

on a day-to-day basis places: Thursday 17 March and Individual
Brag afternoons and Child-led v, parent Handbook photographs on Friday 18 March.
Conferences — an opportunity  oaived at the beginning of the The order form is going out today,
for the child to take responsi- year please return to the office by Friday
bility for the work completed -Curriculum Map — sent out at the ~ 11 March.

Class Rep meetings with beginning of each term

tSChOO_I mar;agemten:jpnce a - Junior Primary and Early Years — .

erm € Torum 1o discuss Weekly forecast Dates to Diarise

whole school issues and con- -Senior Primary - your child’s

cerns . Homework Book i

Teachers are always available Friday, 4 March _

for meetings. If you would like As the Curriculum is inquiry based eg;(:g%rggducanon

to discuss your child, please

contact the office or write encourage your child to ask ques-

tions and to discuss his / her units of
them a note to arrange an inquiry. You could visit different Monday, 7 MarCh
appointment. Teachers’ email o<’y gain more information with U10 Cricket Match
addresses are published on g5 | "™ the library, spend time vs Eisleben @ Home
the Tedr_m Pocket Calendar for .02 ching on the computer to-
more direct communication gether, visit places so that they can ~ Wednesday, 9 March
Tﬁaclr:jerr? W”rl] also contact you  gee for themselves or ask people : U11 Cricket Match
should they have any g(_)n- directly (as appropriate of course!). vs Reddam Atlantic - Away
CEerns or queries regarding The IB Learner Profile is what we

your child are striving to encapsulate, to know  Wednesday, 16 March

The weekly newsletter con- g personal strengths and weak- . U11 Cricket Match

tains current school news as  pegses and thereby working towards vs Camps Bay - Home
well as information about the  jmproving ourselves. Children do not

curriculum. This |nformat,|0n IS always listen to what we say but Friday, 18 March

also found on the school’s they do follow our example in what Senior Pri Swimmi
website . we do. So by being aware of the IB Gerlnor fimary swimming
www.houtbay.iesedu.com Learner Profile and by modelling the ﬁGS from 3:00 - 4:00
MrWood and | are always positive choice of behaviour or atti- rom 5.8 - =.0pm
happy to receive feedback tude your child will be getting a con- LAST DAY OF CLUBS
regarding the school. Please  gjstent message.

feel free to write an email or Monday, 21 March

make an appointment 0 sée  should you have any further ques- - HERITAGE DAY

us. | would however, like o tions please do not hesitate to ask — Public Holiday

remind you that if it is some- 55 you can see | love talking about

thing to _do with your childto  thecurriculum! Tuesday, 22 March

please first chat to the class Best wishes South Africa Day

teacher, if possible. Denise Michel

Parent/Teacher Meetings

The High School are in the



Primary School News cont...

Bursary Programme
AGM

The Bursary Programme AGM was
held on Thursday, 17 February, at
Swan Cottage. The meeting was
attended by the Bursary Committee,
some bursary parents and a few
other interested parents. Nana Da-
vies, one of the founder members of
the programme, gave a PowerPoint
presentation on the history and pro-
gress made in the programme so
far. Galia Kioufi provided an expla-
nation of the finances to date. An
election for the new committee was
overseen by Andy Wood and the
following people were elected to the
2011 committee:

Nana Davies — Chairperson

Julie Sanders — Vice Chairperson
Mel Contomichalos — Secretary
Eveline Schurink — Treasurer
Colette Rodrigues

Caro MacDonald

Katie Day

Megan Bell

Pinkie Mazeleni-Mboni

Galia Kioufi

Andy Wood and Denise Michel will
represent the School at meetings.

| would like to thank all those who
expressed an interest in being part
of the programme by supporting
fundraising and being mentors or
buddy families. | believe the pro-
gramme will go from strength to
strength with the continued support
of the parent body and community.

From the Class Room

1,2,3,4,5.. Joshua caught a
fish alive!

As part of the Year 3’s inquiry into
communities and the services that

operate in them, we went on an out-
ing to the Hout Bay Museum and
also the Hout Bay Harbour, where
we found out more about our local
fishing community. The Museum
visit was very informative — all of us
were fascinated to find out about the
olden-day practice of ‘blooding’ the
fishing nets with sheep’s blood in
order to strengthen them. After a
picnic break, we made our way to
the Harbour. With much excitement
and enthusiasm, the children tried
their hand at *hand-line fishing’, us-
ing white bread as bait. As we all
know, good fishermen are very pa-
tient and have great tenacity, quali-
ties not always displayed by eight-
year olds! Just when the most pa-
tient amongst us were about to pack
it in for the day, Joshua Bearne
landed a very impressive ‘klipvis'!!
After jubilant celebrations and hearty
congratulations, Josh threw the
HUGE fish back into the water, only
for it to be snapped up by a cheeky,
hungry seal! What a dramatic end to
a wonderful outing!

Thank you very much to Scott
McFarlane-Chase and his Dad, who
made the hand-lines for us, as well
as to the parents who assisted us at

the Harbour.

Yr6s go to Parliament

On Friday, 25th February, the Yr 6
children visited Parliament as part of
their Unit of Inquiry: "How we Organ-
ise Ourselves". Instead of the normal
guided tour the Yr 6s were privileged
to be taken on a tour with a real life
Member of Parliament, one of our
EY1 parents.

The children first visited one of

the committee rooms where Mem-
bers of Parliament meet to debate
important issues. The children were
very fortunate to be able to carry out
their own mini-debate modelled on
what would happen in a real life de-
bate with the Members of Parlia-
ment. They were also taken to the
very impressive library and were
amazed at the vast collection of
books on display.

As part of a very informative tour,
the children had the opportunity to
visit the old Assembly Rooms as
well as the Modern rooms. Ayrton du
Bois was very excited to be allowed
to sit in the Speaker's Chair. We
would like to say a BIG thank you to
our Member of Parliament for mak-
ing our visit one that the children will
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Primary School

From the Sports Desk

Club Forms

This week we will send home the
club forms for Term 2, which must
be completed as soon as you can
and returned to the office. Club
forms for the Senior Primary is espe-
cially busy as we enter our winter
sport season, with the school now
participating in leagues for soccer,
rugby, hockey and netball.

One of the major problems we have
had has been the lack of commit-
ment halfway through the season, as
children lose interest and change
clubs and, in doing so, change the
dynamics of teams and which often
results in the cancelation of league
matches — something we would like
to avoid. We have already entered
all the leagues for the season and |
hope we can fulfil all our fixtures.

As our programme is so full, we've
moved the U11 & U12 soccer prac-

News cont...

tices to Dominican Grimley to free
up some time on the school’s field
for other sports. Children will be
transported to Dominican Grimley by
school bus, but parents must fetch
the children at Dominican Grimley
after practice.

Holding classes will be available for
all clubs, which start after 3:00pm.
In these holding classes children
have the opportunity to do their
homework before the start of the
next club.

Rugby

In order not to lose the progress
made last year, | am continuing with
rugby for the group from last year.
Rugby will only be available for boys
U/8 and U/9. Practices will be on
Tuesdays and also on Fridays if
there is enough interest. | am in the
process of trying to arrange matches
but unfortunately no schools in our
area play rugby during the week.
We might however, be able to play
some matches this year, which will
be VERY interesting.

Outdoor Education

This week’s Outdoor Education will
have the children conquer the 2" of
the 5 peaks, Skoorsteenkop. We will
leave school a little early in order to
get a head start on our walk, which
will start in Blue Valley Road.

The start of the walk is the most tax-
ing part as we have to get up the hill
to get to the actual trail, but once on
the trail it will be easier. The weath-
erman has given a positive outlook
for Friday, but if the last few days
are anything to go by, | would say
children MUST take extra water on
this walk as there is no consistent
water flow on the walk. As usual,
parents are invited and most wel-
come to come along with us.

As this is a slightly longer walk, chil-
dren must be collected at 18:15 in
Blue Valley Road, just before you hit
the biggest hill in Cape Town (you'll
know what | mean when you get
there).



High School News

World Maths Day

The M1 (Year 7) students partici-
pated in World Maths Day this
week. They took part in real-time
mental arithmetic problems and
competed live with near to two
million students across the world
in 235 countries. The aim was to
answer more than 479, 732, 613
correctly to set a new world re-
cord. We will know next week if
the record was broken. The stu-
dents enjoyed
the challenge
immensely
and wished
they could
have done it
the whole
day.

Musical Auditions 2011

Singing auditions for our annual
musical will be held next week for
those students who wish to par-
ticipate in this year's musical.
Once we have an idea of the
number of cast numbers and

the type of talent we have, a
decision will be made on which
musical will be performed in the
Third Term. Students are to pre-
pare a song of their choice, which
can showcase their singing ability
and which must be sung a cap-
pella. The girls’ auditions are
scheduled for Tuesday, March

8, and the boys’ are scheduled
for Thursday, March10 .

Swimming Gala

ISHB will be hosting the swim-
ming gala this coming Tuesday, 8
March, at Dominican Grimley
School. The gala should start by
3:30pm. Please come along and
support our swimmers.

Sports Equipment
Charity Drive

Starting from Monday, the 7 ™ of
March, and running until the 25"
of March, the High School will be
hosting a Sports Equipment
Drive for Ikhaya le Themba.
Please support this drive by
bringing in usable sports equip-
ment items you no longer need,
which we will then donate to the
children at Ikhaya le Themba.
The following sporting equipment
is needed:

Bats (cricket, baseball, etc.)
Balls (tennis, soccer, hockey,
rugby, etc.)

Racquets (tennis, squash, etc.)
Sets (badminton, croquet, etc.)
Other sports equipment

School Photos

The school photo order forms will
be emailed to all parents and stu-
dents on Friday, 4 March. Please
complete and return no later than
Monday 14 March.

International Cuisine
Evening Postponed to
Friday, 18 March 2011

Unfortunately due to a lack of

numbers the International Cui-

sine Evening has been post-

poned to Friday, 18 March 2011,
&% (same time, same place).

* Money paid for tickets will
- be refunded so

One-Act Plays

Tickets for the Inter-House One-
Act Play Festival will go on sale
next week Thursday, 10 March.
The festival is a delightful ‘mixed
bag’ of talent scheduled for
Thursday, 24 March, starting at
7:00pm.

will be perform-
ing Noel Coward’s “Private
Lives”, directed by Natasha
Skoryk (1B2).
Tarragona House are perform-
ing A. A. Milne’s “Ugly Duckling”,
which will be directed by
Christopher Wood (1B2).
Rhodes House , with director
Lucia du Plessis (IB1), will per-
form Fiona Coyne’s “The Birth-
day” and Penzance House are
performing Michael Williams’
“Nongeni; the Rhino and the
Cannibal” and will be directed by
Ryan Reaper (1G2) and Robbie
Sadler (IG1). This promises to be
a very entertaining evening!
Please purchase your tickets
from Mrs. Dunbar at reception.

European Tour Update

Parents and students who have
indicated that they will be attend-
ing the European History Tour in
June/July are invited to a meeting
scheduled for Thursday, 10
March . The meeting will start
promptly at 6:00pm and will be
held in the school hall. Please
ensure that you attend as we will
discuss the final itinerary, costs,
visas and insurances. Looking
forward to seeing you all there.



High School News

International School
Boys Excel at Interna-
tional Downhill Skating
Competition

High Rising, at Houw Hoek near
Grabouw, is an official SAGRA
annual Extreme Downhill Skate-
boarding event run by attract-
ing skaters from as far away as
Austria and Switzerland.

The course is 800m long with a
steep gradient (similar to Ou
Kaaps Weg) with hay bails
placed at all corners and a team
of dedicated marshals and para-
medics on standby. The riders
finish the route via a 90 degree
bend at the bottom of a long,
steep hill and wipe outs were
aplenty. Safety is high priority
and protective gear (full leathers
and helmets being minimum re-
quirements) were inspected by
the marshals before each run.

Day One was for time trials with
the top riders reaching 80km/
hr. The fastest time was 49 sec-
onds, at an average speed of
57km/hr.

Sunday was Finals Day and a tail
wind made it much faster than

Day One, resulting in plenty of
spectacular "bails" - thankfully
only minor injuries (mostly
‘roasties’) and bruises to show for
it. Adam Lincoln-Lewis and
James Jager won the "bail
award" for their joint ‘wipeout’ at
the halfway chicane.

Hout Bay's juniors dominated the
podium. Final results were: 4th
place Justin Brown, 3rd place
Adam Lincoln-Lewis (IG1), 2nd
place Nicholas Hook (IB2)

and 1st place Samuel Jakins
(IG1).

Congratulations and well done to
all our brave daredevils!

Scouts in Hout Bay

Connor Thompson (IG1), the
school’s unofficial Light and
Sound Engineer, is also a very
keen boy Scout. Connor has en-
tered a senior phase at Scouts,
where he is the leader of his own
patrol. The team are winning all
sorts of scouts and skills compe-
titions and are currently in the
lead. Pictured here is Connor
Thompson with his team building
a Springbok Construction Project
Bridge (designed & co-ordinated
by fellow Scout Matthew Harvey).
They built this amazing wooden
bridge this past weekend —a 13
hour project!! The actual building
poles are 6 meters in length and
the bridge is constructed entirely
of knotting skills and planning
skills with no bolts or nails. What
an amazing team building project
this was!

Bridge building team:

Kiyan van Rensberg (Camps Bay High)
Anton Schrogendorfer(wynberg Boys)
Cullum Geyser (Camps Bay High)
Bevan Geyser(Camps Bay High)
Michelle Scott (St Cyprians’)

Connor Thompson
(International School of Hout Bay)

Matthew Boynton (Bishops)
Yamkela Mahlangebeza(Camps Bay)
Jason Raad(part time) (Wynberg Boys)

A day of great scouting...and a won-
derful team spirit!

Connor is also preparing for a 4-
day Springbok Hike in Hermanus
on 18 March and is doing this
with 3 other boys — and no
adults!



