The International School
of Hout Bay Newsletter

From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents

“Happiness is not something
you postpone for the future; it is
something you design for the
present” - Jim Rohn.

We have enjoyed a good first
few weeks, fantastic weather
and the new students have set-
tled in well.

It is true to say that we humans can learn a
lot from nature and the behaviour of ani-
mals. A fellow Head, Guy Pearson, recently
told a challenging story which | would like
to share with you. It is an illustration based
on the migration of the Canadian Geese
who head south to warmer climates at the
end of autumn each year.

When you see Geese heading south for the
winter, flying along in V formation, you
might consider what science has discov-
ered as to why they fly that way. As each
bird flaps its wings, it creates uplift for the
bird immediately following. By flying in V
formation the whole flocks adds at least
71% greater flying range than if each bird
flew on its own.

People who share a common direction and
a sense of community can get where they
are going, more quickly and easily, be-
cause they are travelling on the thrust of
one another.

When a goose falls out of formation, it sud-
denly feels the drag and resistance of trying
to go it alone... and quickly gets back into
formation to take advantage of the lifting
power of the bird in front. If we have as
much sense as a goose, we will stay in
formation with those who are headed the
same way we are. When the Head Goose
gets tired, it rotates back in the wing and
another goose flies point.

It's sensible to take turns doing demanding
jobs with people or with geese flying south.
Geese honk from behind to encourage
those up front to keep up their speed.
What do we say when we honk from be-
hind?

Finally...and this is important...when a
goose gets sick, or is wounded by gun-
shots, and falls out of formation, two other

with the fallen goose until it is
able to fly, or until it dies; only
then do they launch out on their
own, or with another formation to
catch up with their group.

If we have the sense of a goose,
we will stand by one other like
that.
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New Campus News

In order to receive our permit to commence
the civil works (the leveling and preparation
of the earthworks of the site) we need to
have permission from both the South Pen-
insula Municipality and the Province. We
have received the former and our applica-
tion is at the provincial offices for the final
approval. At the same time we are in the
process of concluding the tender for the
civil engineering contractor.
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Parents’ Information Evenings.

Thank you to those parents who were able
to join us for the recent parents’ information
evenings. A good relationship between the
parent, school and student is vital to the
well-being of your child’s education. Events
such as these allow teachers and parents
to get to know one another, and in so doing
to strengthen the parent-school relation-
ship. These events are a great opportunity
for me to meet parents, to hear your con-
cerns and to share my vision for the school.
Please support the various events that are
planned for this term — the PYP information
evening next week is the next.

If and when issues, queries or problems
occur, please contact your child’s class or
subject teacher, or tutor in the case of the
High School. If you are unable to resolve
the matter, then it should be referred to the
Phase Head. If the issue is still unad-
dressed, then refer it to the Vice-Principals:
Denise Michel in the Primary School, and
Grant Ruskovich in the High School. If they
are unable to resolve the matter, then
please come to see me. Please come and
talk when problems are small, rather than
waiting until it has grown to become a
mountain of an issue. Emails are effective
ways of arranging meetings, but there is no
substitute for face to face communication.

Andy Wood
Principal
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geese fall out with that goose and follow it
down to lend help and protection. They stay




Primary School

Curriculum Corner

| would like to share the sense of
pride | experience when visiting
classes and interacting with the chil-
dren and staff of our school.

Classrooms are exciting places filled
with opportunities to learn and dis-
cover! However, there is also a calm
and focus that is present as a result
of the mutual agreement between all
who work in the classroom through
the suggested, discussed and
agreed essential agreements. Every-
body, from the teachers to the
youngest pupil, has a clear under-
standing of the expectations of be-
haviour and possible conse-
guences—the children have an ac-
tive role and responsibility and hold
themselves accountable for their
behaviour and choices. There is a
mutual respect and collaboration
between pupils and teachers — in a
nutshell — teaching and school
heaven!

During these first weeks of school |
have observed the benefit of the In-
ternational Baccalaureate Primary
Years Programme and Learner Pro-
file. For our new parents, who may
or may not know, this has been an
active part of our school as a com-
munity and curriculum since we first
became a candidate International
Baccalaureate school in 2006
through to our accreditation as an
International Baccalaureate World
School in 2009 to the present day as
we begin preparing for our self-study
evaluation process in 2013. It has
been a privilege to be part of the
school’s journey right from the start
of this process. We have hosted
schools from around the country
who look to us for advice and guid-
ance in their journey to International
Baccalaureate World School Status
for the Primary Years Programme.

| am confident our school is doing
extremely well in developing indi-
viduals who have a love of learning
and who have the skills, understand-
ing and knowledge to go forward into
an ever-changing world to make a
positive difference and life for them-
selves.

News

| would like to thank the families who
are on this very exciting and inspir-
ing journey with us for thier support
and trust.

Wishing you all a wonderful week-

end.
Denise Michel

Overdue Accounts

Managing overdue accounts is an
ongoing challenge in all schools,
ours included. Our Finance Depart-
ment will, in future, levy a 2%
monthly interest charge on overdue
accounts, both for tuition and extras.
This will be published in the school
fee statements. If you have any que-
ries or concerns with your school fee
statement, please contact the bur-
sar. We receive a significant number
of payments with insufficient refer-
ence details that make it difficult to
trace to the correct parent’s account
e.g. ‘school fees’ or ‘piano lessons’.
When making payment please only
use the student’s name or student
reference number that is included on
the bottom of each invoice / state-
ment.

Mandarin

On Tuesday this week, we had a
visit from Professor Qianlong Wu,
director of the Confucius Institute of
UCT. He brought with him a wonder-
fully generous donation of books,
which will enhance the teaching of
Mandarin as part of our curriculum
for the duration of Primary School.
This donation was made through the
Confucius Institute by the Chinese
government and we wish to thank
them with enormous appreciation.

A simple book presentation cere-
mony was held with the children who
have enrolled to learn Mandarin,
both as part of the curriculum and as
an after-school community. They, as
well as Mr Wood and |, were thrilled
to receive such a generous donation
of books that
will make
learning the
language
exciting and
engaging.

Students Requiring
Study Permits:

It is a legal requirement that all non-
South African students at this school
be in possession of a valid study
permit. The consequences of in-
fringement are serious, both for the
student and the School. Please
make sure that Tamlin in the office
has a copy of your child’s valid study
permit or official receipt of permit
application to keep on file. This also
applies to a parent or child awaiting
their status as a South African citi-
zen. If you have any questions
please contact Tamlin who can pro-
vide further clarification and the con-
tact details for specialist legal advice
concerning this matter. Thank you.

A REMINDER

“What is the PYP all about?”

Workshop for Parents

Each year | run an introductory
workshop for parents who would like
to find out a bit more about the Inter-
national Baccalaureate Primary
Years Programme and how their
children learn at our school.

This year the workshop will be run
either at a High School or Primary
School venue depending on how
many parents would like to attend.
When: Thursday, 9 February

Time: 19:00-20:30

Venue: TBC

Why should | attend?

The workshop will include an intro-
duction to the International Bacca-
laureate Primary Years Programme
(PYP) including the five essential
elements — Knowledge, Skills, Con-
cepts, Action and Attitude, and the
all-important IB Learner Profile.
Participants will have the opportunity
to learn through Inquiry and ask any
guestions they have about our ap-
proach to education.

RSVP:

Please book your place in the work-
shop by either telephoning the office
or emailing me directly on
denise.michel@iesmail.com




Primary School News

From the Sports Desk

Cricket

Our U11 boys had their first match of
the season on Wednesday, 01 Feb-
ruary against our old rivals Kronen-
dal. This U1l team is considerably
weaker than last year's U11 side
due to the fact that we have had to
put 5 of our U10 players, some who
are only 8 years old, in this team to
make up the numbers.

Our boys batted first and put up a
total of 70 runs for Kronendal to
chase. This isn't usually an easy
total to defend, but our bowlers,
young as they were, managed to
keep the Kronendal batsmen guess-
ing and we won the match with a
very tight 4 runs!

Wickets were taken by Daniel
Bearne, Jack Fisher and Steven
Glass. Top batsman went to Ben
Cragg who scored 11 and Jack
Fisher on 10. Well done boys! Next
week they will play against Weiz-
mann.

The U10 team will have their first
fixture on Monday when they also
play Kronendal in an away match.
This team will be announced today.
Please remember that the children
who are not playing in the match will
have practice at school.

Sports Day

Next week Friday and Saturday will
be our annual Inter-House Athletics
days. Children in the Junior Primary
will be taking part on Friday morning,
with the event starting at 08:30am
and ending around 11:00am. Satur-
day will belong to the Senior Pri-
mary, with children expected to be
ready by 07:00am on the netball
court for the parades. The event will
be finished by lunch time - 12:30pm.
More information regarding sports
day will be given next week.

SPORTS FORECAST WEEK 4 & 5
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High School News

Summer Camp 2012

Monday morning 7:15am and an
unusual force of activity is evident at
the High School gates...

There is a degree of excitement in
the air, interspersed with the early
onset of "empty nest syndrome" be-
ing felt by the parents of some of our
younger students. Its is time for the
summer camp and we are all, and |
do mean all, going to High Africa
camp for 3 days of fun, team build-
ing and leadership exercises - 4
84 students and 8 staff - is Mr Landi |
the only one about to have a nerv-
ous break down?

With few, if any issues we are on the §
road, heading to Du Toits Kloof and
those unfortunate few who have not
yet experienced this, gape at the
beauty not an hour from our

doors. We trundle through a small
town who's name | forget, but who's
liquor store to church ratio raises
some concerns, and out the other
side to a bumpy dirt track with who
knows what at the end of it?

High Africa camp is a little jewel be-
side the Breede River. Thatched
roofs and neat little tents nestle be-
tween trees and the most enormous
jungle gym | have ever seen. The
camp leader welcomed us with the
sincere hospitality that is truly Afri-
kaans and showed the staff the all-
important "Deck" reserved for the
adults of the group. The students
settled in quickly and after a snack
launched into their separate activi-
ties.

The primary aims of the camp were
to aid the swift integration of new
students, develop teamwork and
support units with the juniors and
develop the leadership skills of the
seniors, while having a good time a
long way from school! High Africa
and its facilitators ensured that we
achieved all these aims and more.
Not only did we have a great time
but we observed both vertical and
horizontal integration between the
classes and individuals growing and
learning, challenging themselves
and supporting each other. We were
very proud of our stu-

dents’ behaviour and attitude and
the camp staff also remarked what a
wonderful and enthusiastic group
they were. Continued.......



High School News

Summer Camp cont......
The activities were well planned,
appropriate and varied, although our
younger students were disappointed
that they could not go on the high
ropes. From canoeing in the river to
being terrified 30 feet up on a narrow
walk way we all had a good time and
only saw blood on three occa-

sions! The nights were clear and the
recent wind and thunderstorm
cleared the area of mosquitoes. The
food was excellent, especially

the potjie cooked by the stu-

dents themselves on the last night,
in short - an excellent trip!

Our thanks go to the wonderful staff
at High Africa, our lovely students
(even the two that woke us all up at
5:00am with a pots and pans bugle
calll) and the dedicated staff who
took time away from their families.

Looking forward to next year's camp
already.

Director of Student Affairs.

Daniel Landi

IBDP Cake Sale!
This Friday, 3" February,

e
during both break times uf@
the IB students will have = &

a cake sale to raise funds for their
Graduation Dinner. Lots of delicious
‘goodies’ will be on sale so please
do not forget to bring your money!
We look forward to your appetite and
support.
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High School Social

Students, please diarise the first so-
cial of the year to be held at the High
School on Friday, 17" February,
from 7:00pm to 10:00pm. This will
be a fun evening with great music,
delicious shacks on sale, awesome
light effects and entertainment and a
guest star DJ!

Entry fee is R25per person. Please
purchase your ticket from Saffron
Shaw, Lauren Herrmann or Ryan
Reaper next week. We look forward
to seeing you all there!

Overdue Accounts

Managing overdue accounts is an
ongoing challenge in all schools,
ours included. Our Finance Depart-
ment will, in future, levy a 2%
monthly interest charge on overdue
accounts, both for tuition and extras.
This will be published in the school
fee statements. If you have any que-
ries or concerns with your school fee
statement, please contact the bur-
sar. We receive a significant number
of payments with insufficient refer-
ence details that make it difficult to
trace to the correct parent’s account
e.g. ‘school fees’ or ‘piano lessons’.
When making payment please only
use the student’'s name or student
reference number that is included
on the bottom of each invoice /
statement.

Students Requiring
Study Permits:

It is a legal requirement that all non-
South African students at this School
be in possession of a valid Study
Permit. The consequences of in-
fringement are serious, both for the
student and the School. Please
make sure that the office has a copy
of your child’s valid study permit or
official receipt of permit application
to keep on file. This also applies to a
parent or child awaiting their status
as a South African citizen.

Diploma Theatre Outing
The Senior IBDP students will be
attending Athol Fugard's

"Statements after an Arrest under

the Immorality Act " on Thursday , 9

Eebruary .
Students must ensure that they ar-

rive promptly at 7:40pm at the
Fugard Theatre in Cape Town.

ATHOL FUGARD’S
STATEMENTS

AFTER AN ARREST UNDER THE |IMMORALITY ACT

Moodle Log-In

All students in the High School have
received their individual student log-
in codes. Students can access
Moodle at home at
http://moodle.ishb.co.za

The site is a wonderful online aca-
demic resource and students are
encouraged to check it daily. Parent
log-in codes will be emailed on Mon-
day.

Friday Detention

Students are reminded to wear their
Number 1 Uniform tomorrow if they
are scheduled to serve the afternoon
DT. Students must meet in the foyer
at 2:40pm.

Middle East Tour 2012

Mr. Ruskovich is planning another
educational trip overseas for the
June/July vacation period. This year
we plan to travel to the Middle East,
in particular Egypt, Jordan and Is-
rael. The tour is only open to all sen-
ior students in IGCSE and the IBDP
courses. An information evening will
be held within the next two weeks
and all interested parents/students
are invited to come along and see
what the itinerary is.
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